[A new material in neurosurgery].
A new alcoholic prolamine solution is now available (ETHIBLOC, supplied by Ethicon, Norderstedt) which can be used in neurosurgery for a variety of purposes. This material hardens quickly in an aqueous medium. Animal experiments have not shown any damaging action on the brain, meninges, or bone. The excellent tolerance of the material was seen in a total of 22 patients operated on with the help of Ethibloc. It is particularly well suited for closing frontal CSF fistulas, incised frontal sinuses, and for rearranging or shunting in case of cerebral vascular deformities. It can also be used as a carrier of antibiotics in osteomyelitis, for covering up minor defects of the dura mater, for dura sealing, and for closing the bone after trephination. The preparation is transformed completely to connective tissue within a period of 40 to 90 days. New techniques of surgery are described which have become possible by the use of Ethibloc.